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A B S 

What learn cur youth abroad, but to refine 
The homely vices of their native land ? Dryd. Span, Friar . 
li e who fojourns in a foreign country, refers what he fees 
and hears abroad , to the if ate of things at heme. Attcrb . Serm, 
In all directions, this way and that. 

Full in the mjdft of this infernal road. 

An elmdifplays her dufky arms abroad, Dryd, Virg. ALn. vi. 
Without, not within. 

Bodies politic, being fubject, as much as natural, to diffo- 
lution, by divers means, there are undoubtedly more ftates 
overthrown through dileafes bred within themfelves, than 
through violence from abroad. Hooker , Dedication . 

To ABROGATE, v . a . [abrogo, Lat.] To take away from 

a law its force ; to repeal, to annul. 

Such laws, as have been made upon fpscial occafions, which 
occafions ceaiing, laws of that kind do abrogate themfelves. 

Hooker , b, iv. § 14. 

The negative precepts of men may ceafe by many inftru- 
ments, by contrary cuftoms, by public difrelifti, by long o- 
miffion: but the negative precepts of God never can ceafe, 
but when they are exprefly abrogated by the fame authority. 

Taylor s Fade of living holy. 

Abrogation, n, f [ abrogatio , Lat.] The act of abrogat- 
ing; the repeal of a law. 

The commiifioners from the confederate Roman catholics, 
demanded the abrogation and repeal of all thofe laws, which 
were in force againft the exercife of the Roman religion. 

Clarendon , b . viii. 

To Abro'ok. v, a, [from To brook , with a fuperabundant, a 
word not in ufe.] To brook, to bear, to endure. 

Sweet Neff, ill can thy noble mind alrook 
The abjeCt people gazing on thy face 
With envious looks, frill laughing at thy fhame. 

Shakefpeare" s Henry VI. p , ii. 

ABRUTT. adj, [abruptus , Lat.] Broken oft. 

1. Broken, craggy. 

Refiftlefs, roaring, dreadful, down it comes 
From the rude mountain, and the moify wild, 

Tumbling through rocks abrupt, ThomfoAs IV inter . 

2. Divided, without any thing intervening. 

Or fpread his airy flight. 

Upborn with indefatigable wings, 

Over the vaft abrupt , ere he arrive 

The happy ifle. Miltoiis Paradife Loft, b, ii. /. 4°9* 

3 . Sudden, without the cuftomary or proper preparatives. 

My lady craves 

To know the caufe of your abrupt departure. 

Shakefpeare’ s Henry VI. 

The abrupt and unkind breaking oft the two firft parlia- 
ments, was wholly imputed to the duke of Buckingham. Clar . 

Abrupt , with eagle-fpeed fhe cut the fky ; 

Inftant invifible to mortal eye. 

Then firft he recogniz'd th’ ethereal gueft. Pope’s Odyff, b, i. 

4. Unconnected. 

The abrupt llile, which hath many breaches, and doth not 
feem to end but fall. Ben, Johnforis Difcovery . 

AbruBted. ad], [ abruptus , Lat. a word little in ufe.] Broken 
eft' fuddenly. 

The effects of vvbofe activity are not precipitoufly abrupted , 
but gradually proceed to their ceffations. 

Brown s Vulgar Err ours, b. vi. 10. 

Abruption, n.f \abruptio,'L2it.'\ Breaking off, violent and 
i ud den reparation. 

Thofe which are inclofed in ftone, marble, or fuch other fo- 
lid matter, being difficultly feparable from it, becaufe of its 
adhefion to all fides of them, have commonly fome of that 
matter fall adhering to them, or at leaft marks of its abrup- 
tion from them, on all their fides. Woodzvard’ s Nat, Hijt, p. 4. 

Abruptly, adv, [See Abrupt.] Haftily, without the due 
forms of preparation. 

The fweetnefs of virtue’s difpofition, jealous even over it- 
felf, fuffered her not to enter abruptly into queftions of Mufi- 
dorus. Sidney, b. ii. 

Now miffing from their joy fo lately found. 

So lately found, and fo abruptly gone. Par, Regain, b, ii. 
They both of them punctually obferved the time thus a- 
greed upon, and that in whatever company or bufinefs they 
were engaged, they left it abruptly , as foon as the clock warned 
them to retire. Addifon. Spectator, N° 241. 

Abruptness, n.f [from abrupt.] 

1. An abrupt manner, hafte, fuddennefs, untimely vehemence. 

2. The ftatc of an abrupt thing ; unconneCtednefs, roughnefs, 
cragginefs. 

The cryftallized bodies found in the perpendicular intervals, 
are eafily known from thofe that are lodged in the ftrata. The 
former have always their root, as the jewellers call it, which is 
only the abruptnefs, at the end of the body whereby it adhered 
to the ftone, or fides of the intervals ; which abruptnefs is 
caufed by its being broke off from the faid ftone. 

Woodzvard’ s Natural Hiftory, p, 4. 

ABscess. [ abfeeffus , Lat.] A morbid cavity in the body; a tu- 
mour filled with matter ; a term of chirurgery. 
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If the patient is not relieved, nor dies in eight days, the in- 
flammation ends in a fuppuration and an abfeefs in the lungs 
and fometimes in fome other part of the body. Arbutb. of Diet 
Lindanus conjeClured it might be fome hidden abfeejs in the 
mefentery, which, breaking fome few days after, was difeovered 
to be an apoftem of the mefentery. Harvey on Confumptw n% 

To Absci'nd. v. a . To cut off, either in a natural or figura-^ 
tive fenfe. 

ABSCI'SSA. [Lat.] Part of the diameter of a conic feCtion 
intercepted between the vertex and a femi-ordinate. > 

Abscission, n. f. [1 abfcijfio , Lat.] 

1. The act of cutting off. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente renders the alfciffion of them 
difficult enough, and not without danger. W if email s Surgr y* 

2. The ftate of being cut off. 

By ceffation of oracles, with Montacutius, v e may under- 
ftand this intercifioii, not abfcijfion , or confummate defection. 

Browns Vulgar Errors , b. vi. c. 12. 

To ABSCO ND, v. n . \_abfcond ' , Lat.] To hide one’s felf; to 
retire from the public view : generally ufed of perfons in debt 
or criminals eluding the law. 

Absco'nder. n.f [ ixomabfeond .] The perfon that abfeonds. 

ARsence. n.f [See A bsent.] 

1. The ftate of being abfent, oppofed to prefence. 

Sir, ’tis fit 

You have ftrong party to defend yourfelf 

By calmnefs, or by abfcnce : all’s in danger. Shakefp . Coriol 

His friends beheld, and pity’d him in vain, 

F or what advice can eafe a lover’s pain ? 

Abfcnce, the beft expedient they could find, 

Might fave the fortune, if not cure the mind. Dryd. Fab . 

2. Want of appearance, in the legal fenfe. 

Abfence is of a fourfold kind or lpecies. The firft is a ne- 
cefiary abfence, as in banifhed perfons; this is entirely necef- 
fary. A fecond, neceffary and voluntary ; as, upon the ac- 
count of the commonwealth, or in the fervice of the church. 
The third kind the civilians call a probable abfence ; as, that 
of ftudents on the fcore of ftudy. And the fourth, an abfence 
entirely voluntary ; as, on the account of trade, merchandife, 
and the like. Some add a fifth kind of abfence , which is com- 
mitted cum dolo & culpa, by a man’s non-appearance on a cita- 
tion ; as, in a contumacious perfon, who, in hatred to his con- 
tumacy, is, by the law, in fome refpe£ts, reputed as a perfon 
prefen t. Ayliffe’ s Par ergon 4 Juris Canonici . 

You have given no differtation upon the abfence of lovers, 
nor laid down any methods how they fhould fupport them- 
felves under thofe feparations. Addifon. Spectator, N° 241. 

3. Inattention, heedleflhefs, neglect of the prefent objedt. 

I continued my walk, refledting on the little abfences and 
diftradtions of mankind. Addifon. Spectator, N° 77, 

4. It is ufed with the particle from. 

His abfence from his mother oft he’ll mourn. 

And, with his eyes, look wifhes to return. DrycLJuv.SatXu 
A'BSENT. adj. [ abfens , Lat,] 

1. Not prefent ; ufed with the particle from. 

In fpring the fields, in autumn hills I love ; 

At morn the plains, at noon the fhady grove ; 

But Delia always : abfent from her fight. 

Nor plains at morn, nor groves at noon delight. Pope’s Paf. 

Where there is advantage to be given, 

Both more and lefs have given him the revolt ; 

And none ferve with him but conftrained things, 

Whofe hearts are abfent too. Shakefpeare’ s Macbeth. 

Whether they were abfent or prefent, they were vexed a- 
hke. TVifd. xi. 1 1. 

2. Abfent in mind, inattentive; regardlefs of the prefent objedt. 

I diftinguifh a man that is abfent, becaufe he thinks of fome- 
thing elfe, from him that is abfent, becaufe he thinks of no- 
thing. Addifon. Spectator, N° 77* 

To Abse'nt. v. a . To withdraw, to forbear to come into 
prefence. 

If thou didft ever hold me in thy heart, 

Abfent thee from felicity a while, 

And in this harfh world draw thy breath in pain. 

To tell my tale. Shakefpeare s Hamlet, 

But if thou think’ft trial unfought may find 
Us both fecurer, than thus warn’d thou feem’ ft. 

Go— for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more. 

Milton s Paradife Loft , b. ix. 1 . 3 72. 

Tho’ I am forc’d, thus to abfent myfelf 
From all I love, I fhall contrive fome means, 

Some friendly intervals, to vifit thee. 

Southern’s Spartan Dame. 
The Arengo, however, is ftill called together in cafes of ex- 
traordinary importance ; and if, after due fummons, any mem- 
ber abfents himfelf, he is to be fined to the value of about a 
penny Englifh. Addifon’ s Remarks on Italy . 

Absenta^eous. adj. Relating to abfence ; abfent. Diet. 

Absente'e. n. J. Fie that is abfent from his ftation or employ- 
rnent, or country. A word ufed commonly with regard to 
Irifhmen living out of their country. 

Then 
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Then was the firft ftatute made againft abfentees, co p^“ n ^ 

all fuch as had land in Ireland, to return and reftde thae- 
gu j ghn Dantes on Ireland- 

t of eftates in Ireland are owned by abfentees, and 
the profits railed out of Ireland, relunaing 

Child's Difcourfe on Trade. 
[from abfinthium, Lat. wormwood. J 
imbittered, impregnated with wormwood. Dui - 

J'BSIS. See APSIS. n; „ 

To Abs.'st. *». n. [abjljh, Lat.] To ftand off, to leave off. Dili. 

To ABSO'LVE. v. a. [abfolvo, Lat] 

1. To clear, to acquit of a crime in a judicial lenle. 

Your great goodnefs, out of holy pity, 

Jb fold’d him with an axe. Shakefpeare’ s Henry Vlii. 

Our vigors, bleft in peace, forget their wars. 

Enjoy paft dangers, and alfolve the ftars. Tickell. 

As he hopes, and gives out, by the influence of his wealth, 
to be here abfolvech, in condemning this man, you have an op- 
portunity of belying that general Randal, of redeeming t ie 
credit loft by former judgments. . Swift s MifceUanics . 

2. To fet free from an engagement or promife. 

Compell’d by threats to take that bloody cath y . ^ 

And the atft ill, I am abfolv d by both. Waller s Maid s Trag. 
This command, which mud neceffarily comprehend the per- 
fons of our natural fathers, muft mean a duty we owe them, 
diftin<ft from our obedience to the magiftrate, and from which 
the moil: abfolute power of princes cannot abfolye us. Locke. 

3. To pronounce a fin remitted, in the ecclefiafticai fenfe. 

But all is calm in this eternal ileep ; 

Here grief forgets to groan, and love to weep ; 

Ev’11 fuperftition lofes ev’ry fear ; 

For God, not man, abfolves our frailties here. 

Pope’s Eloifa to Abelard. 

4. To finifli, to complete. 

If that which is fo fuppofed infinitely diftant from what is now 
current, is diftant from us by a finite interval, and not infinite- 
ly, then that one circulation which preceded it, and muft ne- 
ceffarily be like ours, and confequently abfolved in the fpace of 
twenty-four hours. Hales Origin of Mankind. 

What caufe 
Mov’d the creator, in his holy reft 
Through all eternity, fo late to build 
In chaos ; and the work begun, how fcon 
Abfolv’ d. Milton s Paradife Loft, b . vii. /. 94. 

Absolute, adj. [ abfolutus , Lat. ] 

1. Complete ; applied as well to perfons as things. 

Becaufe the things that proceed from him are perfetft, with- 
out any manner of defedi or maim ; it cannot be, but that the 
words of his mouth are abjolute, and lack nothing which they 
ftiould have, for performance of that thing whercunto they 
tend. Hooker, b. ii. § 6. 

2 . Unconditional ; as, an abfolute promife. 

Although it runs in forms abfolute, yet it is indeed conditio- 
nal, as depending upon the qualification of the perfon to whom 
it is pronounced. South’s Sermons . 

3. Not relative ; as, abfolute fpace. 

I fee ftill the diftincffons of fovereign and inferior, of abfolute 
and relative worfhip, will bear any man out in the worfhip of 
any creature with refpedt to God, as well at leaft as it doth in 
the worfhip of images. Stilling fl. Dcf of Difc. on Rom. Idol. 

An abfolute mode is that which belongs to its fubjedf, with- 
out refpeftto any other beings whatfoever : but a relative mode 
is derived from the regard that one being has to others. 

Watts’s Logic. 

In this fenfe we fpeak of the ablative cafe abfolute in grammar. 

4. Not limited ; as, abfolute power. 

My crown is abfolute, and holds of none ; 

I cannot in a bafe l’ubjeftion live, 

Nor fuffer you to take, though I would give. Dryd. Inch Emp . 

5. Pofitive, certain, without any hefitation. In this lenfe it rarely 
occurs. 

Long is it flnce I faw him. 

But time hath nothing blurr’d thofe lines of favour. 

Which then he wore ; the fnatches in his voice. 

And burft of fpeaking were as his : I’m abfolute, 

Twas very Cloten. Shakefpeare s Cymbelhie. 

What is his ftrength by land ? — • 

— Great and increafing : but by fea 
Fie is an abfolute mafter. Shakefpeare’ s Antony and Cleopatra . 
Absolutely, adv. [from abfolute.] 

1. Completely, without reftriction. 

All the contradictions which grow in thofe minds, that nei- 
ther alfolutely climb the rock of virtue, nor freely fink into the 
fea of vanity.. . . Sidney. 

Wliat merit they can build upon having joined with a pro- 
teftantarmy, under a king they acknowledged, to defend their 
own liberties and properties, is, to me, abfolutely inconceivable ; 
and, I believe, will equally be fo for ever. Swift’s Presb. Plea. 

2. Without relation. 

Alfolutely we cannot difeommend, we cannot abfolutely ap- 
prove either willingnefs to live, or forwardnefs to die. 

Hooker, b. v. 
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Thefe then being the perpetual caufes of zeal ; the greateft 
good, or the greateft evil ; either abfolutely fo in themfelves, or 
relatively fo to us ; it is therefore good to be zealoufly affected 
for the one againft the other. Sprat’s Sermons . 

No fenfible quality, as light, and colour, and heat, and 
found, can be fubfiftent in the bodies themfelves, abfolutely con- 
fidered, without a relation to our eyes and ears, and other or- 
gans of fenfe. 'Thefe qualities are only the effects of our fen- 
fation, which arife from the different motions, upon our nerves, 
from objeCts without, according to their various modifications 
and pofitions. Bentley s Sermons • 

3. Without limits or dcpendance. 

The prince long time had courted fortune’s love. 

But, once poffefs’d, did abfolutely reign : 

Thus, with their Amazons, the heroes ftrove, 

And conquer’d firft thofe beauties they would gain. . 

Dry den s Annus Mirahlis* 

4. Without condition. 

And of that nature, for the moft part, are things abfolutely 
unto all mens falvation neceflary, eitner to be held or denied, 
either to be done or avoided. Hooker s Preface . 

5. Peremptorily, pofitively. 

Being as I am, why didft not thou 
Command me abfolutely not to go, 

Going into fuch danger, as thou faidft ? Parad . Loft, b. ix. 

A/bsoluteness. n.f [from abfolute.] 

1. Compleatnefs. 

2. Freedom from dependance, or limits. 

The abfolutenefs and illimitednefs of his commiffion was ge- 
nerally much fpoken of. Clarendon, b. viii- 

There is nothing that can raife a man to that* generous ab- 
folutenefs of condition, as neither to cringe, to fawn, or to de- 
pend meanly ; but that which gives him that happinefs with- 
in himfelf, for which men depend upon others. South s Serm • 

3. Defpoticifm. 

He kept a ftrait hand on his nobility, and chcfe rather to 
advance clergymen and lawyers, which were more obfequious 
to him, but had lefs intereft in the people; which made for 
his abfolutenefs, but not for his fafety. Bacon’s Henry VII. 
Absolution, n.f [ abfolutio , Lat.] 

1. Acquittal. 

Abfolution , in the civil law, imports a full acquittal of a 
perfon by fome final fentence of law ; alfo, a temporary dif- 
charge of his farther attendance upon a mefne procefs, through 
a failure or defeCt in pleading ; as it does likewife in the canon 
law, where, and among divines, it likewife fignifies a relaxa- 
tion of him from the obligation of fome fentence pronounced 
either in a court of law, or elfe in foro pceniteniiali. Thus 
there is, in this kind of law, one kind of abfolution, termed 
judicial, and another, {Filed a declaratory or extrajudicial alfo- 
lution . Ayliffe s Par ergon fur is Canonici. 

2. The remiffion of fins, or penance, declared by ecclefiafticai 
authority. 

The abfolution pronounced by a prieft, whether papift or 
ptoteftant, is not a certain infallible ground to give the per- 
fon, fo abfolved, confidence towards God. South’s Sermons . 

A'bsolutory. adj. [abfolutorius, Lat.] That which abfolves. 
Though an abfolutory fentence fhould be pronounced in fa- 
vour of the perfons, upon the account of nearnefs of blood ; 
yet, if adultery fhall afterwards be truly proved, he may be 
again proceeded againft as an adulterer. Ayliffe’ s Parergon . 
ABsonant. adj. [See Absonous.] Contrary to reafon, wide 
from the purpofe. 

ABsonous. adj. [ abfonus , Lat. ill-founding.] Abfurd, contrary 
to reafon. 

To fuppofe an uniter of a middle conftitution, that fhould 
partake of fome of the qualities of both, is unwarranted by 
any of our faculties ; yea, moft abfonous to our reafon. 

Glanville’ s Scepfts Scientifica, c. 4. 

To Abso'rb. v. a. [ ahforbeo , Lat. preter, abj orbed ; part. pret. 
abforbed, or abjorpt .] 

1 . To fwallow up. 

Some tokens fliew 

Of fearlefs friendfhip, and their finking mates 
Suftain ; vain love, tho’ laudable, abforpt 
By a fierce eddy, they together found 
The vaft profundity, Phillips. 

Mofes imputed the deluge to the difruption of the abyfs ; 
and St. Peter, to the particular conftitution of that earth, 
which made it obnoxious to be abforpt in water. Burn . Theory. 

2. To fuck up. See Absorbent. 

Suppofing the forementioned confumption fhould prove fo 
durable, as to abforb and extenuate the faid fanguine parts to 
an extreme degree, it is evident, that the fundamental parts 
muft neceffarily come into danger. Harvey on Ccnfumpiions. 

Absorbent, n.f [abforbens, Lat.] 

b A medicine that, by the foftnefs or porofity of its parts, 
either caufes the afperities of pungent humours, or dries away 
fuperfluous moiiture in the body. » Duincy. 

There is a third clafs ol fubftances, commonly called abfor- 
bents ; as, the various kinds 01 fhells, coral, chalk, crabs eyes, 
which likewife raife an eftervefeence, and are therefore 

called 
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